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Reminiscences of a Campalgn in Florida,
In 1§37T=by Corporal Quid

Reaper—If you have u few moments to spare
from your time-engrossing vocations—the sll-ab.
sorbing object of your worldly ambition, to recline
in some sequestered retreat, and endeavor to fol-
low me, (an aspiring youth) in your imagination,
through = very hasty account of an enlistment and
a campaign in Florida against the famous Semi-
noles, I will endeavor to gratify your very lauda-
ble curiosity.

Imagine a youth who had read the adventures of
Robinwon Crusoe, and the history of the Child of
Corsica, and mostother of those heroesand adven-
turers, who sported with Kingdoms, and whose
home was the world. Isay, imagine such an one,
with an ardent temperament of mind, and with the
like love of adventure, and thirst for glory, leavi
his heme for the time, to seek his fortune.

It surprising, that, in the course of his ramblings,
under circumstarces like these, end ata time oo,
when so great and glorions au enterprise as the fa-
mous Seminole war was the absorbiug topic ot le-
gislation,the hobby-horse of political gossips and the
subject of grealwst interest to mammon-seekin

speculators, that you find him standing, @ 1d mili-
taire, ** head erect, azel fifteen paces to the froat,
little ﬁnfr tm_whu:fl e seam of pantaloons—chest
extended,” with all the pomp and * circumstance
of war”—clothed with the briefuuthority of a lance-
corporal’s bunk-mate, at the recruiting-office,
o awqmm orders 1" Suffice it to say, [ had en-
listed in the United States Army, and consequent-
ly was ordered” with a | squad of my brave
*' companions-in-arms,” to that famed place of chi-
valry and bean-soup notoriety,where the young idea
in tactics was taught to shoot, known as Bedlow’s
[sland, the then receiving depot of recruits for the
Floiida service. 'Where, with the utmost prompt-
ness, g0 characteristic r.l!' military discipline, my
civilian suit was discarded and I had issued to me
instead a suit of virgin-white regimentals; a most
sudden | unanticipated transformation from
black to white, which at first, 1 must confess, cre-
ated very nove_.'l, and withal, no very pleasing as-
sociation of mind : as a white suit was so intimate-
ly connected with the term *‘ convict,” * halter,”

c. But as remonsirance would have been in
vain, I consoled myself that I was in fashion with
my_cemrades, and with the fact that we could ex-
ercise mutual mpathy, that great alleviator ot
human woes. What 1endered our white livery so
peculiarly exceptionable, was the fact, that we were
ordered 1o preserve them without spot or wrinkle,
from contamination or contact with eny thing
earthly or defiling, under pain or penalty of the
‘¢ guard-house”—which compelled us to keep cor-
poreally in a perpendicular auiiute, a position so
peculiarly trying to the wnderstanding. We were
then ordered te *“tall in;”” and we were marched
single file to the commander’s quarters, where the
ceremony of reading the articies of war was per-
formed with great grevily by the commander.—
After having performed the ceremony, with the ad-
dition ol a lew salutary remarks upon that arbitra-
r{ code, by way of a‘fplluuon. with a significant
allusion tothe ** guard-house,” and ** bomb-proof,”
as the places of safe-keeping of all offenders, he
casts his eye along the line, and took a most min-
ute and scrutinizing survey of each countenance
before him ; whep, suddenly peinting to me, said:

*Young man, step two paces_to the rromt.” I,
wt:th rarcmblmg knees and pallid countenance,
obeyed. i

“ Your age—your occupation, your habits1”

‘Which interrogatoriea | answered satisfact orily,
when [ was abrubtly ordered—

**Two paces 1o the rear,” which brought me
again into line,when we were dismissed, and each
retired 10 hisquarters. 1 o mine, with no little
anxiety of mind as to the meaning of the com-
mander's interrogatories. Hud I been guilty of any
breach of military decorum? Had [ violated
uaconsciously, any of those articles of war, to
which I d just listened, with &0 muc
atention? While thus soliloquizing, [ was rapped
on the shoulder, and looking round, recognized no
less a personage than the sergeant-major of the post,
in full uniform, who thus addressed me :

“Sir, the wujor’s orders ure that you repert your-
self imunediately to his quarters,”

Resigniog myself to my unagined late, | repaired
to the major's quarters, and met him standing at
the threshold.

“Sir," said he, “you are hereby sppointed lance
corporsl of the 6th division of recruits, which duty
you will perform with becoming dignity, impartiai-
ity and bdelity.”

I touched my cap, & la militaire, thanked him
for the distinguished faver beutnwer.'l, turned right

about face, passed the sallyport to the parade
g?ut‘ll:d'; greatly elated by the sgreeable surprise in
80 8

dden and unexpected a dpmmolion 3 my bosom
swelling withjingenuous pride at sopeculiar a mark
of approbation from the commandei, who had been
so singularly and, as I thought, unacecountably pre-
possessed in my faver.

““Belng & privileged character,” I retired behind
the ramparts, and saturally fell iato a pleasing re-
verie.  All the heroes and knights-erranta of the
feudal and chivalrous sges passed in review, in
quick succession before me, in dazzling armor,
with “falchions bright,” on steeds white as the
driven snow, and of ll.g:htning speed. Wreathas of
glory hungin festoons round their diamond-studded
chapeaux, and all nature nﬂwmd to have assumed
the aspect of romance and delight. At that mo-
ment, 88 an auxiliary to my excessive delight,
the band of the Garrison broke forth, in most har-
monious etrains, in the * Star-Bpangled Banner,”
which was immediately followed by the dealening
report of the *“‘retreat gun,” which effectually
aroused me from my reverie lo the stern realities
of n soldier's duties.

I repaired to the quarters and answered to the
roll-call, Nothing of importance eccurred from
““retreat till tatteo,” the last “eali” of the seldier
before retiring to his quarters fer the night. Thus
ended my first day’s duties as u_soldier.

It is superfinous to detail in full the trifling inci.
dents of a soldier’s daties which fell to our lot
while we remained upon the liland, such ae de-
tacing our white regimentals in unlading & vessel
of coal, the interment of a few dead animals which
had flauted to the Island from the adjacent city,
and such like monotonous routine ef a soldier’s
garnison duties.

We had been six days on the Island when an
“express” arrived from” head-quarters with orders
for all the recruits (about 70 in number) then upon
the Island, to join the main bedy of recruits at the
school of discipline at Fort Monroe, Va. We were
accordingly, with the utmost promptness, ord :red
:9 "p&k napsacks,” ;:;i v;?I two hours from tlae
ime the o WaS re we were parade
rank and file, armed and equipped, answered the
roll, listened again to the arbitrary and dread
articles of war, and in the soul-stirring strains
ol martial music to the tune of “God save
America,” brought from a right flank to a right
gaee, mr. marched on M.“El the n:ed..lh eh’u:gnd
or our nn?um,lmn to our destined school of dis-
cipline, the famous Fortress Monroe, Va. And we
spread our canvass to the breeze and sailed majes-
tically round the ramparts uader the deatening re-
port of the usual salote of cannon on such ocea-
sions. Having a streng northwest breeze, we roon
med the narrows, and were upon the broad At-

Nothing of importance transpired on the voyage
other than the usual unpleasant and wmelim:n 114:
ditrous scene of universal sea-sicknessof my brave
and war-like comrades, which usually calls forth
and did on that.voyage, the quaint nantical johuo{‘
theseamen, who amused themselves greatly at our
expense; and we all, b‘ their unanimous decree,
ad to eome under the humiliating, and not
misapplied soubriquet of ** land-lubbers.”

We reached our port of destination in six days,
Being landed al the fort, and after having gone
through the martial ceremony of a review by the
Commander, our quarters were designated, and we
were dismissed. Thisdepot then consisted of about
1,200 recruits, who were under the strictest disci-
pline, in aniicipation of the approaching arduons
campaign io Florida, and no time was lost to place
our newly arrived detachment under the like disci-
almt. e were accordingly put on *“ drill” in the

ot school of the soluier, and the manval of

and we were very soon adepts in the science of
tactics, especially, in some of the minor points,
such as firing away ram-rods, scorching each oth-
ers ears, bursting fire.a mashing toes, "Ielllllf
ramparts,” bribing sentinels, ** running the mail,”
and all the hurmless, indispensable accomplish.
menis of an * old soldier.”

We remnined on drill about two months, and in
the meantime, about 800 more recruits arrived,
making in all about 1,600, when the order was re.
ceived from Head Quarters, by our worthy Com.
mander, to place nndey * mntc;in. orders” imme-
diately. n detachment of 500 picked men from
those 1500 recruits, who were adjudged sofficient-
ly well diseiplined, and able to bear the fangues of
the ur[épmucmng campaign in Florida. " were
accordingly paraded rank and file, showing the im-
posing front of 1,600 men, when the competent
number wan selected and put under marching or-
ders for Florida. 1t is supe to #ﬂ, at your
humble servant was one of that n » Who was

destined nguin to brave the terrors of the deep; to
witness the howlings of the midnight storm, mid
lightning’s flash and heaven’s mﬂlzry; to stand
the chance of laying his bones in the everglades,
and lastnesses of Florida, a victim of the revenge-
ful Seminole.

But litt'e time elapsed before we were paraded
under arms, and the usual ceremonies having beeu
gone through, we were divided into 1wo detach-
mente, of 250 each, and marched on board two
ships which were waiting to receive us. All things
being ready and the signal given, we weighed an-
chor, spread our eails to the breeze and were again
flonting upon the deep, on the 25:h Sept., 1837.—
Qur vessels kept in sight of each other for two
days, when we separated for the rest of the voyage.
Our vessel continued for 48 hours under a prosper-
ous breeze, when the wind subsided, and we fell
into a deep ealm, which kept us flosting for one
week, upon the surface of the water like an inani-
mate Jog, when we were again suddenly favored
with a stff northeaster, which compelled us to put
10 sea, 10 avoid being driven upon quickeands and
shoals of the dangerous coasts. We were scudding
before the wind at 10 knots under close reefed too-
salls, with bouyant hearts and sanguine hla’.l of a
speedy termination of the voyage, when, O horror
to relate, we were suddenly aroused, or rather pet-
rified, by the terror-fraught voices of four-acore
human beings, that the vessel was on fire!! which
wans too evident Lo screen us from a sense of the
extreme_dunger of our situation, and the fearful
probability of either being devoured by the raging
flames, or the equally horrible alteraative of a wa-
tery grave. The fire by some means commu-
nicated from the galley to some combustible mate-
rials near it, and with fearful rapidity ascended the
shrouds, which were completely enveloped in
flames, and for some time appeared to bid defiance
to the utmost exertions which were used to extin-
guish it. But, as it were, by miracle, and the self-
poesession of the officers and seamen, the hatches
were closed—by the use of buckets, the flames
were in n measure subdued, and finally eatirely
extinguished. After humﬁ repaired the rigging of
the damage sustained by the fire, which occupie,
one day, we were again under weigh, and after al-
ternate equalls and calms, of a fortnight’s duration,
we were aafely moored in Tampa bay, makiog it a
voyage of about thirty days. Notwithatanding our
delay and misfortuues, we arrived about the time
the other vessel was landing her troops. We were
without delay, landed at the fort by a government
steamboat. ) )

It |}dltﬁcult to describe the sensations of mind
caused by so sudden a transition of scene, and it
is difficult to imagine a scene of more natural
grandeur and, if 1 may so_speak, of artificial ro-
mance, than that presented to the view in the as-
pect_ol’ Tampa, atthat time. In our rear lay the
placid bay, unruffled by a single undulation, on
which were laying at anchor numerous vessels of
varous sizes. On our nght to the extent of half a
mile, stood the snow white tents and marquees of
the different regiments of troops, which termina-
ted by the huge and lofty piquets, in which were
kept ‘the Indian and negroprisoners, who were dis-
covered through the interstices, under a sirong
guard of sentinels with bayonets glistening in the
sun-beams ; on our left, to an ¢qual extent, were
stretched lilc‘tentn of the swarthy volunteers, in-
terrmr:gled with which were innumerable cooking-
fires, the smoke of which was curling among the
clouds. In the centre were marching and counter-
marching, filing and defiling, loading and firing,
the different regiments of troops who were destine
for the approm:hmﬁ campaign. On an adjacent
island were heard the sharp rifle of our Indian al-
lies, (the Shawnees and Delawares,)iwho were
soon to embark against the relentless Seminoles;
which with the wild and warlike notes of the In-
fantry bugles, the tramping of dragoons, and the
neighing of mules, conspired to create sensations
in my mind (a raw recruit), the exwreme novelty,
romuntic and melancholy associations of which
tima will never efface.

‘We, the recruits, were on the next day designa-
ted for, and ljomed the different regiments. 1,
with niapul 50 others, were selected for the
first Regiment of Artillery, Theremainder joined
the diflerent regiments of Infantry, the majority
of whom were selected for the afterwards ill-fated
Sixth. But abouta week’s repuse, or rather pre-
paration, were allotted us previous to the openizg of
the campaign.

It being now the first of November, ordera were

He had been futally wounded by the musket shot,
the report of which we heard ; hence (a peculiar
characteristic of the animal) bis desperate demou-
strations of sell-defence. Another charge trom one
of the left flank muskets, of a ball and three buck-
shot, throngh the head, put_him in a quiescent
state, and we left our antagonist to his fate.

We arrived withont any other obstruction at
Garey's Ferry the next evening, where we encamp-

ed for the night. This post was then the Head
g:mten of the Quarter er and Commissary

partments of the nrml!, hence the largest and
moast impoertant post in Flonda. A large y of

dragoons, volunteers and infaniry, were stationed
here. The next morning we were again on the
* route step” for Picolata, on the St. John's river,
which nccuﬂled another day’s march, and frem
thence, on the suceceding morning, we marched
for Bt. Augustine, 20 miles distant, which we
reached just as the sun was eetting.

At St. Augustine we joined the other detachment
of our regiment, which had marched on different
routes for the point of concentration. We remain-
ed at this place, in barracks for about one week —
It being now about the 10th November, the period
had arrived for the commencement ol active ope-
rations agawnst the Indinns.

‘We left this place for Musketo, (or New #myrns,)
on the 18th November, with a baggage train of
about fifty wagons, on one of the werst routes in
all Florida ; it being a continuous swamp for nearly
the whole émul_uu of 50 miles ; being obliged to cut
roads through immense hammocks, and build
bridges over innumerable creeks and deep morasses.
We arrived at Musketo in four days, with the loss
of a number of mules, and many,_ subjecta for the
surgeon in our ranks. Here a brief description of

usketo may not be amiss—and well it deserves
the name—for had Baron Munchausen’s adventurea
extended to this vicinity, he would have found “ro-
mance inreal life,” which would not admit of much
exﬂ.gﬁ;!nlinn-but he would probably have told us
that the musketoes were as numerous asthe locusts
of Egypt, and as large ns small sized pelicans, and
carried brick-bats under their wings to sharpen
their billson. v § i

Musketo is an old Spanish plantation, which
was destroyed b{' the Indians—nothing remained
1o attraet notice but the four front pillars of a once
(judging from their architeetural style) exuisitely
beautitul mansion, which, in contrast with the wild
and uncultivated wastes surrounding it, presented
a most striking and romantic appearance. In the
vicinity of the place were some beautitul orm}[e
E!‘ovu. which were 1ts only attraction, for the In-

ians had plandered its cornfields und burnt up every
green thing. It was then one of the main depots
of Quartermaster’s stores and provisions, which
were received from vessels off the udjacent *‘bar,”
and from here troops in the interior were supplied
by bagzage trains. At thie place the destination of
our Regiment was changed by an order from head
quarters—the regiment, with the exception of one
company, (company *'8"") were to man some fifty
boats for the purpose of boating provisions, (Juar-
termaster’s stores, stores, &c., some 60 miles fur-
ther down the river to the southward, where it was
contemplated to establish a post. We accordingly
londed our bonts and set sail and in two days reach-
ed our place of destination, the head of Musketo
river, landed our cargoes and encamped. Abhout
# mile west of this river, and running parallel to it,
are the head waters, or northern extremity of the
Lagoon, called Indian River; and in orderto carry
our boating operations further South,-it was neces-
sary to carry our bouts across this mile ol dry land,
which separated the (wo rivers. The order was
issued to haul eaeh bowt across on rollers—a most
arduous undertaklng, which oceupied two days —
The eircumstance of hauling onr l:mm across this
Isthmus, gave the name of our new posts **The
Haulover.” This was the first post we established
on that eam&algn. Here we built piquets and es-
tablished a Commissary departmentot a part of the
provisions we had breught with us, Hnving made
the necessary arruragemanu for the further prosecu-
tion of our march down Indian River, in six days
from the date of our arrival, we were under weigh
(lenv‘mm one company to defend the new poet,)
down the mver for ladian River outlet, 90 miles
South, where it was coatemplated to establish a
ucquﬂ post. We reached lfﬁs place in two days,
and surprised a smaliparty of Indians, who were
fishing in their canoes. They, with the temerity
and speed of deer, puddled ashore and disappeared
in a thick l'mrllmm:lk“.l We landed with possi-

received for a speedy movement of the pe.—
The First Artillery by detachments, were to take
the most direct, but diflerent routes, to Garey’s
Ferry (or Black Creek,) and from thence to New
Smyrna, (or Musketo,) near the eastern coas!, and
were to scour the ‘immedinte sections of country.
The Infantry were to march for the interior or mid-
dle Florida. The Dragoons, Volunteers, and In-
dian allies all being mounted, were 1o scour the
countty from north to south. Our detachment of
the Sixth Regiment, conmsting of three companies,
accordingly embarked in steamboats, which were
to transport us across Tampa Bay to Fort White,
on the Sawanee River, from whence we were Lo
commence our march, or to make direct demon-
strations against the Indians.

I had now commenced, or was one ot those who
were to participate in one of the mos: arduous
campaigns, against the most wily and ravengeful
foe recorded in the annals of American warfare.—
Oertain it is that American troops, taking into con-
sideration National (or Executive policy) the flue-
tuating state of public (or party) opinion, the naw-
ral disadvantages of the country, and the nature of
the foe, never labored under such embarrassin
circumstances. And although the charge (whic
cannot be substantiated,) of imbecility, cowardice,
treachery, and all the various antithesis of honor,
bravery and chivalry, have been profusely lavishe
upon the officers and troops engaged in that cam-
paign. I have no hesitation in affirming that,
should the iron foot of despotism dare again in-
vade our shores, thereby causing a proper incen-
tive to action, the latent energies of patriotism and
true valor, which have laid dormant in the breasts
of American freemen, since the days of '76, would
hurst into an unexting le flame, and m_nf 8
brow among that | band would be encircled
with a wreath of imperishable glery. .

ender, was you ever afflicted with that speciea
of somnambulism which, in your midnight slum-
bers, conjures Lo your nglhted iraagination the
beau ideal of some frightful hydra-monster, with
jaws extended, ready to devour you; or of being
placed in some perilous situation, such as on
the wreck of some old sinking vessel; or
on the frame of some old dilapidated build-
ing, whose tinbers were breaking beneath
you, and you were just ready to fall headlong into
some awful chasm or gn-fnll—knnwn by the famihar
term of night-mare? If so, you can ap preciite
rn'y feelings on lmh:n:ru mid_-mlht (on the deck
of that fittest emblem of the night-mare, n South.
ern higga-mmre steamboat, at Fort White,) from
a troubled sleep, caused by so many conflicting
associations, of war and bl d, glcnr;;r and honor,
romance and_ stern reality, whic rogoemd_ my
mind, since I landed at Tampa. It is entirely
out of m{ power to give you an adequate idea of
the peculiar sensationa of my mind—1I wasin a per-
fect somnambulic state. 1 involunterily placed my
haod upon my head, and in the act let M my mus-
ket, which, coming in contact withone of my feet,
effectually aronsed me 1o n sense of my identity.
The sky was overcast with clouds, and a dense fo
hang upen our very deckl; meither the queen ol
night, nor asingle twinkling star, shed a ray of
light upon the scene. Some of my es were
waking, others in the act of buckling on accoutre.-
ments, and othera still, who were not yet aroused
from their slambers, were l;}m in various grotesque
itions on the deck. We were lying 25 teet
elow an almost perpendicular bank ; and directly
above us, on the bank, was burning a furious pitch-
pine fire, emitting a black and seemingly unearthl
smoke, around which were gathered groups o
volanteers, in blnckness, lankness, and demoniacal
appearance ; the fittest rerreumnunn of the inha.
bitants of Pandemonium I had ever beheld.

The order was given to prepare to go on shore,
and in a few moments time we wers on shore,
where we pitched our tents for the remainder of the
night; and with howlinge of immense packs of
wolves, beyond our guard-fires, and the doleful
screechings of owls within our camp, we resigned
ourselves to the most romantic slumber, till the
“reveille” again called us to duty, :

Early on the ruccaedulﬂ morning we were again
under arms, and on the * route step” for Garey’s
Ferry, about 60 miles distant, No particular inci-
dent oceurred to impede or obstruct our progress
till about noon, ‘We were marching by the * right
flank,” aingle file, which spun out our detachment
to the extent of half a mile—suddenly were heard,
on the exirame right, the report of a et, shot,
and ngain another, when the command, **halt!—
prepare to meet the enemy !"—was vibrated al
the line ; and suddenly again, the countermand,
= ard I"—wns given, On a nearer approach,
we (the left-flank,) conld perceive that there wae
no little confusion on the right of the battallion ;
where there was a breaking from the ranks, right
and left, to avoid a hnge monster, with extended
jaws, and which was flourishing & tremendous tail,
and aiming a dendly blow nt every paser-by. On
a nearer appr we perceived the object of our
confusion to be a large sized alligator, fourteen or

6 38 the Tighe S he batialion sume upon Sim.

ble despatch and & detachment, was ordered in
pursuit; but it now being the twilight of the even-
ng and consequently impossible to trail them, the

order was conntermanded, and we encamped for
the night, with a guard pf‘ sixty men, (two onn
poat ;) aa it was now evident that we were 1n the
viciaity of a large body of Indians. Anattack was
anticipated during the night, that most propitious
season of bloody, umsparing mussacre, the acme of
Seminole vengeance. ; }

We were, however, undisturbed 4hat night ; but
the early dawn of morning brought us intelligence
which proved that our n‘pnrrnﬂnniﬂnu were not
without foundation. An “express” arrived with
the intelligence that company *1,” of our regi-
meat, with & small detachment of marines who
were on an exploring expedition of creeks and
swampe, & few miles south of us, had been attack-
ed by a large body of Indians, and that many had
been killed and wounded ; and that they only es-
caped a complete massacre by a gellant re-
reat of six miles to their als, disputing
every inch of ground, Fortunately at this
crisis our Commander-in-Chief arrived within
a few minutes of the express, under an escort of
500 Tennessee volunteers and about 300 dragoons.
The immediate order was given for our whole
foree to build a piquet, in which were to be placed
& part of our remaining boat-loads of provisions,
under a guard of one campa?, and the remainin
five companies, voluntecrs and dragoons, to marc
in pursuit of the Indiana. The piquet was built in
gix hours. The artillery were to proceed by buwat.

~e ———om—
o Memphils on the Mississippl.
[Co respandenca of the Hersld |

sited at this post. Having completed ' our boating
operations at Fort Jupiter,we now joined the other
troops L Fort Lauderdale. Heze in lieu of any di-
rect pursuil of the Indians, which was altogether
futile, the command was left in charge of a subor-
dinate officer, (Colonel of Dragoons) and scouting
parties were instituted, whu:lh_ were daily to
Uleen

scour the ceuntry within or  lwen-
ty miles round ‘to intercept any straggling
bands of Indians on their way south—

which proved in a measure pdvantageous; as a

v of drageons and volunteers intercepted and
took prisoners a party of 46 Indians, on the secound
day of those operutions. The next d“‘\ gnether
small scouting party struck upon a tréil of shout
100 Indians, and communicated the intelligence to
the tort; when & detachment of 120 men were or-
dered 1n pursuit. We pursued them 6 miles through
a * pine Lnrren" to the border of the everglades,
where 12 boats were sent by water Lo meel us,
Here it was necesgary, xll‘ordertn keep our ammu-
nition dry, to placethem in the boats, and with 8
or 10 men on either side of a beat, to tow them
through the swamp, (which wasseven miles in ex-
tent;) and a most }l';,urrld swnmt it was—as we b
to encounter enersies more to be dreaded then In-
dians, in_the form of meccasin snnkes and wliiga-
tors—whiuh were as thick as frogs in a N, Englund
marsh. We followed their trail ull near sundown,
when we discovered by the smoke of their fires,
that they had encamped for the night, wholly un-
conscious of onr approach. As we drew nearer,
however, we were digscovered, nnd they immedi
ately commeneed a scattenng fire from various paits
of the Island ; but we being ut too great u distance,
their bulis had but little effect, wounding but thiee
or four men, We flanked the islund right and left,
made a rapid advance upon the hammock, which
seemed by nature a sort of barricade to the island,
and forced them to a precipitate retreat, in which
they left their plunder, camp utengils, &c. behind
them, of whiclh we took possession. It was now
nearly dark, and a heavy rain commencing, forced
us to suspend operations for the night, where we
made ourselves as comfortable as a want of fire,
tents, &e., undersuch cireumstances would admit.
We followed them eix miles on the following
morning. It being impoasible to overtake them,
and being o1t of provisions we were compelled to
return. We arrived at Fort Lauderdale in the eve-
ning.

A portion of the troops were now put upon the
duty of cutting a road from Fort Lauderdale to
the Light-house on the Cape, 60 miles south, which
was cempleted in abent three weeks; 1harebY es-
tablishing a line of posts, and a medium of land
communication, (the primary object of the cam.
paign,) from the northern to the southern extremi
ty of the eastern coast of Florida. In the mean
time, our mounted lorces were prosecuting scout-
ing operations from Fort Lauderdale to the Cape
of_Florida, where they had had two or three skir-
mishes, but were unsuccessful in capturing any
more than ene single squaw. .

Some two menths had now elapeed, since our
arrival at Fort Lauderdule, and being now the last
of April, the time had nearly arrived for closing
the campaign. Our division of the army, coneist-
ing ol the 1st artillery, a part of the 24 dragoons,
and a detachment of Tennessee volunteers, con-
centrated at Fort Lauderdale, where we_remained
about a week, when the order was received from
Head Quarters for a cessation of active operations,
which closed the campaign.

In a few days orders were received from the Dep't
of War ut Washington for the removal of a purt of
the troops from Florida,which were ordered to the
Oherokee nation, North Caroling, for the removal
of the Cherokees, and on the 7th May, 1838,
the first artillery sailed from Fort Lauderdale to
Chaileston, 8. The mounted forces ubandoned
the post, and removed to the northern stations of
Floride. 2

Thus ended the hardest campaign ever prose
cuted in Florida; nnd, as this narrative ia merely
connected with the operations of but one section
of the army, and withal, but a hasty,“abstracted,
sheleton view, |enned from n short-hand memo-
randum, it may lack much of that interest which a
more circumsiantial and elaborate narrative of in-
cidents would give in connection with the opera-
tions of other sections of the army. Yet enuuth
bus been gaid, 1 conceive, (which is the only ub-
jret of the writer,) to give some iden of the mode
of operation, difficulties and dangers of those en-
gaged in the Seminole war.

RermeMent o THE Tuxan Ministen —Mr.
Van Zandt, the Texan Minister to the United
States, has taken leave of the Executive of our
Government. The audience was had on Wednes-
day, when the subjoined addressen were delivered.
That the intercourse of Mr. Van Zandt with our
GGovernment has ever been reciprocally agreeable,
was fully manifested in the ceremonies of the in-
terview. Mr. Van Zandt has not only succecded
in c\rmcu:# the respect and esteem of our Execu-
tive, but of our citizens generally, who have had
the lmgmen to become acquainted with him.

Mr. T ~In | of m{l request, made
#ome time since, the President of Texus has accepied my

nation, and given me permission to return home
The letter which I have just nad the honor to place in 1he
bands of the Hon. Secretary of State, termioal my offi-
ciul functions with .hin Government. Intaking my Isave
of yeu, it gives me sincere plessure to re.ussure your
Excellency of the great e which the Gov
and prople of Texas have for the continued prosperity of
the Government aud people of the United Scates, and of
the personal wishes of the President for your individual
wel ., In doing this, there are other conwiderutions
which crowd thamselves upon me. The period, during
which | have been b as the rep tutive of my
Government nenr this, has been one of vnusnal interest,
Imp et before pending, and ethera which
have since arisen, touching the most dalicate relstions of
the two countries Sandiinvolving priociples ol the highest
consideration, have bean discussed and amicably wettled.
One ol parameunt importance remains undetermined
That has besn submitted for the decision of the
people of the two countries. Their verdict (from
which thers will be no s ) must be fruugnt

while the dragoons and volunteers, being m >
were to proceed by land to_cut off’ their retreal.—
(We named our new post ** Fort Pearce.) We were
without delay under weigh down the river. Our
land foree having been so fortunate as to get upon
the right * trail,” made a forced march and came
upon_the Indians about moom, and completely
suzprised them and commeneced an attack. While
our detachment, through the inadvertance or ra-
ther ignorance of the geography of that section
of country, had got up a wrong creek 15 miles ;
but still within two miles ol the scene of action,
andiwithin the hearing of the artillery and musket-
ry, hut being cut off from all participation in the
conflict, by the intervention between us and them
of a thick, impenetrable hammock nnd swamp,—
The engagement lasted one hour, when the In-
dians were routed with a loss of about 20 killed
and ns many wounded. Their dead they covered
with coweking, and their wounded they carried ofl
with them. There was about an equal number of
our troops killed and wounded, whom we carried
to Fort Pearce hospital. Among the latter was our
gallant commander-in-chief, who manilested the
most daring 1atrepidity in dismounting from his
horse in the heat of the skirmish, and, sword in
hand, at the head of a_company of volunteers,
chl.rgmﬁ the hammock. There were about 600 war-
riors and half as many women and children in thie
skirmish. We took some eof their plunder, and
about 600 head of eattle.  About five o’clock an
exprees, escorted by n detachment of dragoons,
reached our eommand, with orders to join the
dragoons immediately by water. We accordingly
sailed on the same enu:ugk. and reached the seene
of action about two o’clock in the morning, where
we unloaded our boats and established anether

t, called Fort Jugpiter, which we left defended

y a company of dragoons.

As it was the intention of our Commander to
pursue the Indianas till he forced them to surrender,
or took them prisoners in the evergludes, for
which covert they were now evidently pushing, he
gnve orders for an immedinte pursuit of the mount-
ed troops, while we of the boais were 1o remain a
few weeks for the purpose of supplying our new;:o.u
with provisions, (Juarter Masters’ stores, from Fort
Pearce bar, wfu_ere a_number of vessels had ar-
rived with supplies. The Indians, meanwhile, au.
ticipating purauit, had taken lhellg cha_ncm{mn
precaution of dividing their warriors into small

ies of ten to fifteen men, and ndpunlin[ on dif-
erent “‘trails,’” but having specified points of con.
centration for their war councils, war danees, &¢,
were pushing for the everglades, their last resort.
Having one day’s start of the troops, and by means
of the above artifice, which, combined with their
peculiar advantage, a pertect knowledge of the
country, they effectually eluded direct pursuit. and,
in fact, the above movement on the part of the [n-
dians, nppeared to be preconcerted and simulta-
neons with the whole Seminole nation ; for in-
telligence from other divisions of the army from
varions parts of the territory, proved that they were
resorting to.he same artifice.” Hence the utter im-
practicability @f any direet military movements
sgainst them. Our commander, however, sue-
ceeded in following their trail for sixty miles
o an old plantation on New River, which
nad been dﬂnmlyed by the Indians, known as
the Lauderdale plantation, where he established &
tourth post, and called it “Fort Laonderdale,” The
river heing navigable for steamboats, proved it an
lduaneuu pélll for a depot of provisions. Ves-
sels had arrived in the mean time with provisions,
deo.,which were by steamboats aad depo-

with /| of the grestest mlinltmiu. and may
shape sor weal or wo the destinies of the two r:]mbliu

Whether the policy of that messure ahall be doter-
mined by the avils which must inevitably attend e final
rejection, or the bleasings that would follew [rom its
speedy consummation, in either event, | have the moat
abiding confidence, that, in the end, the wisdom of the de-
-.Ifn. nnd the patriotism of the nct which originated it,
will e both sppreciated and :gpwwd. The interest
which yonr Excellency has st ull timea manifested in be.
hl.ll'nfmdy ldnzhd couniry, and the marked frankness
and candor which have ever characterised your bearing
towards me in my official interceurse, as weil as the many
acts of personal munuz and kindneas with which yon
have dis hed mo, have not fuled to impress mo with
the liveliest sense of gratitude. The only return which |
can offer you, is the assurance [ give, that they will be
cherished and held in eful ond everlasting remem.
hance. And now me o express the ardent desire
which | entertain, that the Government of the United
Htates—a nohle monument ol the wisdom of man—may
continue to flourish, and uldllz new stars to its now
bright galaxy, stand and remdin perpetusl ; that your
administration already illustrated by many im
events, nlﬁmruull to the eminent advantage
country ; in reticing Irom the tolls and turme
office, you inue to ive the b due to un-

felding pat and sble and faithful discharge of
5nty ; ond in your retirement, with your family, ma
you long live in the enjoyment of the blessings of lheul
and prosperity.”

To which the President replied :

[ reonive, sir, the expreasion of your friendly foelings
for me perronslly, and your kind wishes for my fulure
happiness, and that of my family, with a becomii g sensi-
bility. Ba asxured, Mr, Minlster, that [ cerdially recipro.

riant
our
of

cate your friendly feelings and wishes; and it gives
muo trus pleasure to say, that, since your residence near
thin (inmut. whi ou have not failed, in the dir-
cussion o satjects of difarence which have arisen
belwesn your G tand this,je vindiests the righta
of the Hepublic of Texan, you have in no invtanes forgot.

ten what was duein conrtesy to the United Siates. It s
no slight cause of r;,m to ma that you should have fonnd
itn to mak thr Government permission to re
tire from the station which you have filled with acknow.

ledged ability, and after o’ ro well d to
rendor stal and enduring the peace and good under
standing which so happily exist between this Republic
ond your own. 1 ha dly cherished the hope that in.

Memeuis, September 2, 1844,
Memphis—Great City—Great Boys—Politics— Ra-
ligion— Business— Glambling .
Jamgs Gorpon Benxerr, Esq.:—
Great is the West—its prairies, mountains, floods,
“big drinks,” “buffer-lows and baass;” all in the
United States, believe it; all here in Memphis are
sensible of it; all here seem to be sensible, too, that
Memphis, in itsell considered, is a great place, and
to this general opinion, ] am inclined mysell in a
degree.

Memphis & undoubtedly great in banks and

bunkers, in benevolent operations, in public spirit
for railroads and street gravelling, in business men,
Collectors General, strikers, &¢ , great also in mus-
quitoes and fleas; great in lyceums and phi
thenian societies; in political associations, whereof
we have *,Mill Boys,” ** Slushers,” “ Strait-outs,”
“Tough-benders,"” ** Double-benders,” ** Toe-the-
Chalkers,” &c. &e¢ ; indeed, looking at Memphia
through the vision of one ot our editors, you find it
to be the most pronusing city of the west, destined
to rival St. Louis; destined to take a conspicuous
stand among the cities of the Union; des-
tined torival even the ancient fame of E
Memphis ; you are likely also to see this same
beautiful picture in pro pective, by looking with
the vision of our enterprising laud speculators ; but
borrowing the vision of & quiet, sober, nu-vmon:ﬁ
man, you find Memphis 10 be very much hke al
other ‘western cities, with this exception, that it
has & wonderful propensity to slide down stream,
as if the Mississippi, in one of its curious freaks,
were carrying the ** Blufl  along with its current ;
why and how Memphia 18 thus continnally shiding
down, were an *ower lang tale » to tell; let me
refer you to the reports of the Naval Commission-
ers, relative to the advantages Memphis possesses
fora naval depot. Respecting this navel de
which by n late act of Congress, is 10 be establish-
ed here—our citizens, by a division ol interests, are
still quarrelling about its location, one party think-
ing the Naval Commiesioners’ opinion infallible—
the other party thinking it fur otherwise ; the Com-
missioners are scientific and discriminating men,
but it often happens in our world that strong and
well-founded opinions are overturned by a scarce-
ly-noticed nad apperently tivial thing which we
style a fact; cow it is n singular truth that a
tion of the batiure, atthe foot of the “blufl,” which
the Commissioners ussert to be (not in the same
languuge, tho’) as “firm as the everlasting hills,”
“Jl on which they propose to build this depot—
has, within three weeks, suddenly dissppeared,
feaving flat-hoats, moored at its edge, lull thiny
feet from ““terra firma ;" leaving also this other cu-
rious feature, the unpossibility of finding bottom
with aline short of twenty-five feet where the land
disappeared, whereas it was an easy matter to touch
bottom at seven feet where the boals lay, before
the shoregso suddenly left them. In view of this
one fact, the Commissioners will, probably, recon-
sider their opimon and perhaps change it.
Memphie and its vicinity, like all other places
in the United States, at the present Lime, is greatly
agitated by politics. Whig doctrines huve always
been very popular here, and will undoubtedly con-
tinue 8o through the coming electivn. 1can detect
none of the teeling which editors sbroad denomi-
nate ** State pride,” and which they u{. will surely
cauee Tennessee to go for Poik. Tennecssanns
have ull had a good opportunity to know James K.
Polk; his canvassing tours have made us all well
aequainted with him; the whigs think him a man
of very smmall mental calibre, and take no pride at
all in him, but rather despise him, while the demo
crats pave not sufficiently recovered from their
amuzement it his nomination, even to attempt an
excitemen in his tavor asa * son ot Tennessee,”
Indeed, State pride for James K. Polk exists alto-
gether in the exuberant faney of certain editors
abroad. As for Texas haviug any influence here,
why, *“‘our boys" saw enough of her two yeam

ago. | :

This time of the year is the great season for Camp
Meetings among the Methodists in West Tennes-
see ; for the past two or three years these meetings
have been aitended by all classes of persons, and
for ull kinds of purposss—some to hear the Gospel
and some to wee the excitement and frenzy ususlly
pervading such assemblies—eomne to see the girls,
and some 10 enjoy 8 drunken trolic—some for mere
pastime and recreation, and seme (o transact busi-
ness—some for villainous intrigue and some for the
holy purpose of love—some to serve God, and some
to serve the devil. This year, however, political
masa-meetings draw off the attention 1o a great de-
gree from camp-meeungs, und pious ugilations
give place to pulitical sginations—the homely elo-
quence of itinerant methodists, to the brawling ha-
ranguer of politicnl demagogues—enufiling prayers,
with theit peculiar nasil twang, to the violent de-
elamationsof ** put-house *' orators—the psalms of
the godly to the songsol ** hard-cider and log-cabin
boys; epiritual interests are withdrawn for secular,
and the Camp meetung 18 destined to be a tame
one, owing chiefly to that *““ sly old coon from old
Eentucky.” v

Merchants are preparing for a large business the
coming eeason; numerous large stores are building
in the lower part of the city, nnd everything beto-
kens activity and bustle; none among us are idle;
but who among us is enguged profiablyt Shall
we say the gambleis1 Who else? The gamblers
are busy enough, and there i un abundance of
them; fine specimens of humanity they are, too
adorned with all the paraphernslia of hair ulJ
jewels, and swelling and strutting ubout as though
the world was made for themi, but made
quite too common, not half &0 good as they would
nave made it, eould they have had the building of
it; beautiful ornaments of the great bedy politic!
aseful members of society ! the world owes you s
great debt; it will one day be cancelled, [ may
unswer that the gamblers are making some money,
and also stute that few others among us st present
are makine much.

Yours, truly, Srex
Uollege Graduates of 1544,
1. Yale College, Connectiont, . ..o ¢ «oss
2. Union College, New York, . ..o v
1. Prinoston Colloge, New Jersey. ......
4. Dartmouth College, N. H. . o0 v 00
& Hervard University, Massachusetts. . .
6 fUniversity of New York.....
73Williuma College, Massachusett
8. Columbia College, New York'. .
9. Brown University, Rhode Island., . .
. Rutger's Lul.:lpr. New Jersey. . ....
University of Vermont, . ... .00 s
. Amherst College, Msssnchusetty. .. ..
. University of mylvania, . ... ...
. Humilton College, New York,,.... |
. Wesleyan University, Connectiout. .. 17
16. Dickinson Caollege, wy lvanis "
17gMiddlebury College, Vermont, . ,
18, Trinity College, Connectiout, .
19 Delaware College, Delaware
2. Western Reserve L‘alh*-'
1. Transylvania Uniurll{’ » Kentucky. . 11
2. Geneva College, New York. . ..., .. 10
43, Oedrgetown College, Dis, Col..
2. Marietta College, Ohio. . ...,

wSBS!ESI'lES!

. 18
«vs 19
verenes 19
Obie. .. .. 11

o I TR W S T
* Commencement in October,
——

Il-' ESTHER COHEN, who formerly lived with N
l{nul(‘n. oarding house keeper, Ungon street, Liverpool,
Faugland ahowt nine years ago o live n .\oul'E:u . W
write to her father, No, 14 New Bailey street, l1l N
cheater, in Kngland, shie will bear something "ml ¥ o .
vantage, of address Teiter 4 8, this office, and siste whers she

I ken to, St meeive all inf o
he sove advertivement, B o m
TO BUTCHERS
A FIRST IATE CHANCE, one of the best meat and poal.
t ketn in this oity, wi bt l_s‘r
!|r|rrn‘l' w:l:d Il.l“: ||":P:l for ﬁ"‘k\:' 4 mmﬂ“‘
avernge of three eartle sl twenty-five l:a" Crontures fn
el

Aury person in want of & bargain, may s at Abi
Market, Abingdon synare, cor. of Troy and fth svenne.

P which will be
atated when an interyiew may be w1 Iweer

;ud I;IIET“I‘ a:n':: a;ulbnn;‘nl‘ |ﬂ|’!t;l - h“bdln
a1 " tion of grasping yon by the hand s
lf-lllw-nllglzm of these un[:dnulu’ ;llhl. and of hail

Ing your Republic us a portion of our terrilory, destined
in the course of a short tima to :&ﬂu up into free, sov
dent Buates, Iu&l their lnstre new

"‘3‘ and
brightness to our alrendy bright constellation, and assint-
ing their nister States in the task of spreading abread the
pure rrlnulpl-of civil and religious liberty. Thin anti.
cipation has been, for the time, defested; but [ londly
cherish the hope that it is only for & time. That l'rnl
quaestion s the thoughts, and oectipies the mind of
evary thinki a‘mw in this Unlon; and in view of the vast
ts which it involves, I will not permit myself o
doubt ita early consnmmation. Bear back with you to
onr Covernment and People asanrances of the deep in-
st which i taken In thair welfare by the Executiveof
the United States; and take along with yon my best

wivhas for your health, happiness sand
We nm{cmund that O, H. Raymond qu., the
present Secretary of Legation to the Texan Mis-

sion, is the acting Charge.

Tug EXTRADITION LAW.—1WO0 negroes were ar-
rested lately, at Chatham, on a ehnT of burglary
and theft on the American side of the | o, and having
heen led in unticipation of being given up to the
American anthorities, one of them was nllowed to ercape,
'hrmﬁh the connivanos of one Sparke, who had been em.
ploye) to watch thom overnight ~ An investigation ought
‘o he made into the clreumstances, The British govern-
ment in bound by treaty to deliver up criminals, when de

to

manded, and o reflacting npon her honor in the
tion of 3
o LU A

8.—There are many 'd""m' in thia,
UENTLEMEN'S LEFLT UFF WARURUBE,

HE HIGHE T'RIC ]
or Families who are E’ln::.l of con “Mwlllﬂo
wearing apparel into .
Families or Chen quitting the eity or i
SEER "R et e o e e o e
at their residence by - 3 s

g
A 1w doesh the Post’ Ofiios, oF otmrmrion, will mesive
MOmpt Mteation. ol Im*ee

(T8 WHOJ ;AND RETAIL
GROCE AN AN Yo e,
QUPERIOR TEAR CORPRE. SUCAR ~Alse, Wisen i
Su LA\ COVPRE, SU T ;e
Iri-b?wﬂicmchnﬁfhh‘h::ja t')lri‘ '}I":al# f"ﬁﬁu
Lomdon Brown Btout; Edinbu r&}?l:l ey

Whe! ai Starw, 7 E&

N. B —=Paople |'|'r|mlll.h:l:ﬂ‘ﬂ:'llh-';':::?II mrllﬂ:nj. n-'-

K . who buy for cash, w il it to their ™
a'-"-']'i'.?. unh'u-h:ms a eall. Goods sent 1o any pnm

oo of #xpenee, " m*
OTTON DUCK.=200 holis extra, No. |, American Pt
Duek,
0 i No. 2, F.
0 n 3, y
EL 3: Ru. o o,
m0 da Nooll, do,
0 -3: 0. 1 o,
i) 0. 3, ¥,
200 t: tll. 1,
alian "'ll!li“n .GIQ.J i b
wi L3 2 and for (]
purchasers. by PR Lﬂa 0.
am s



